February 11, 2014

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
The Honorable Charles Grassley
United States Senate

Judiciary Committee
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley:

We represent a large and diverse cross-section of America’s innovation economy
practicing in a wide variety of industries—small businesses, entrepreneurial startups, trade
associations, professional organizations, labor unions, universities, and large, well-established
businesses—with employees and locations throughout the country. We are encouraged by your
willingness and that of the Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee to meet and weigh the
perspectives of many of us. We all have concerns about proposed legislation aimed at changing
U.S. patent laws, and agree that the Senate should exercise great caution before moving any
legislation that could weaken the constitutional protections afforded to patent holders or make
patent rights less valuable or more difficult to enforce.

The U.S. patent system is a driving engine of our economy and a vital contributor to the
nation’s economic creativity and ingenuity. These rights have kept American inventors
competitive internationally since the founding of our country, and they create countless jobs and
significant prosperity every year. Weakening the protections of the patent system would surely
result in the loss of America’s creative, technological, and economic edge.

The America Invents Act was fully implemented less than a year ago, and its effect on
our patent system has yet to be fully understood or appreciated. Congress should therefore be
cautious before making additional changes to our patent laws. Any changes that are made should
not undermine U.S. patents, their robust enforcement, or the existing economic incentives for
companies of all sizes to invest in new jobs, research, and development. We encourage you to
focus in future hearings on the many different aspects of the legislation and the broad spectrum
of stakeholders who would be affected by it.

Thank you for your consideration of our views.
Sincerely,
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